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March 3, 2013 

1 Corinthians 6:9-20 

Daily Dilemmas Series:  

“Straight Talk about Straight Sex” 

 

     Let’s get a little voyeuristic and peek into a letter sent by a young man to his mother:  

Dear Mom, 

     Yes, some of the things you have heard about this city are probably true. In fact, they 

say the main reason people come to this place is because of sex. Sexual immorality is more 

prevalent than you could ever imagine. By God’s grace, I have remained chaste, but it 

seems I am being bombarded with temptation. There is one place here where there are 

1000 prostitutes, and men flock there daily. There are lots of male prostitutes as well, since 

homosexuality is viewed as a virtue by many. It seems a lot of people I’ve met almost 

worship sex. I agree with your statement that it must be hard to live as a Christian in this 

type of situation. I assure you, though, there are indeed Christians here who are remaining 

pure and faithful to the Lord despite this sex-crazed environment, and I promise that by 

God’s grace I will seek to do the same. 

Love, Your Son 

     Where do you think that letter was written from: New York, San Francisco, 

Amsterdam, Bangkok? No, actually it was written from Chisholm. I made it up, but it 

could have been a letter written by a Christian living in the Greek city of Corinth during 

the first century. This was a place famous for its sexual immorality. In fact, the Greeks 

coined a new verb, "to Corinthianize" to describe participation in illicit sex. Knowing this 

keeps us from making the mistake of thinking that sexual immorality is something that has 
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just become prevalent in the past 30 years. 

     This, however, does not make the fact that we live in a culture preoccupied with sex 

any less disturbing. It would be difficult to choose between first century Corinth and 21st 

century America as to which society is more sexually immoral. Forbes magazine recently 

did a story on the $56 billion a year porn industry. In 1998 there were 9,000 new hard-core 

x-rated videos released on the market, generating revenue of $5 billion alone. The videos 

are becoming yesterday’s news because of the direct access people now have to 

pornography through the internet and cable TV. You no longer have to go downtown to 

pick up the stuff anymore. They pipe it right into your house. Equally disturbing is the 

widespread acceptance of soft-core porn that shows up on network TV in prime time 

sitcoms. Though prostitution is illegal in every part of the country except Nevada, a U.S. 

delegation at the United Nations recently opposed a resolution condemning "voluntary 

prostitution." There are indeed similarities between ancient Corinth and modern America. 

     I realize that a message of human sexuality will make some people nervous.  

Its like the Readers Digest Story of a pastor who had plans to preach a message on sex. He 

was a little nervous about the subject so he did not tell his wife what his topic was. On 

Sunday morning, his wife was not feeling well, so she stayed home from church. As he 

was leaving the house, she said, "By the way what are you speaking on today?" The pastor 

quickly replied, "Sailing." She thought that was strange, but did not say anything. 

The next day she was doing the weekly grocery shopping at Kroger’s when a new member 

saw her and said that they missed seeing her at church yesterday. The conversation 

continued as the lady said, "Tell you husband that his message really helped her out." The 
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pastor’s wife laughed as she said, "He doesn’t know what he’s talking about. He’s only 

done it twice. The first time he got sick; the second time he lost his hat." 

     Hear what Paul had to say about sex from 1 Corinthians: 

     
9
Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 

deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes 

nor homosexual offenders 
10

nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor 

swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 
11

And that is what some of you were. But you 

were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 

and by the Spirit of our God. 
12

"Everything is permissible for me"--but not everything is 

beneficial. "Everything is permissible for me"--but I will not be mastered by anything. 

13
"Food for the stomach and the stomach for food"--but God will destroy them both. The 

body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 
14

By 

his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also. 
15

Do you not know 

that your bodies are members of Christ himself? Shall I then take the members of Christ 

and unite them with a prostitute? Never! 
16

Do you not know that he who unites himself 

with a prostitute is one with her in body? For it is said, "The two will become one flesh." 

17
But he who unites himself with the Lord is one with him in spirit. 

18
Flee from sexual 

immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually 

sins against his own body. 
19

Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy 

Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 
20

you 

were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body. 
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     I want to begin by looking at what Paul says about sexual immorality to the 

Corinthians, which also happens to be God’s words for us. He is responding to three 

claims made by folks trying to justify their immoral behavior. The first asks, "Is 

everything really permissible?" 1 Corinthians 6:12 "Everything is permissible for me–

but not everything is beneficial. Everything is permissible for me–but I will not be 

mastered by anything." Some folks were claiming "everything is okay for me." In our day, 

people often say the same thing. A common claim is that if two consenting adults want to 

have a sexual relationship, it is nobody else’s business. Any type of sexual immorality, as 

long as it does not involve force, ought to be permitted. But, Paul notes that besides being 

immoral there are still two other questions which have to be asked: Is it beneficial? And 

does it lead to an enslaving addiction? The answer to the first question is, "No, it is not 

beneficial." Though sexual immorality brings temporary pleasure, there is often a very 

high price tag. Sexually transmitted diseases, unwanted pregnancy, deep emotional scars 

and divorce are often found in the trail left by immorality. Even if they were okay morally, 

for practical reasons, neither one-night stands or long-term affairs would still not be good 

choices. The answer to the second question is, yes, sexual immorality is often enslaving. A 

failure to execute self-control in sexual conduct makes it that much easier to fall into 

sexual sin the next time. Though I do not think Paul would agree with a lot of psychology 

behind the term "sexual addiction," he would agree that it often happens to those involved 

in immorality. 

     Paul then turns to another argument made by those who were excusing the immoral 

activity which was going on and asks, "Is the body really for sex?" 1 Corinthians 6:13a 
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"Food for the stomach and the stomach for food–but God will destroy them both." Now 

that makes sense. Our appetite for food is very natural, and there is nothing wrong with 

fulfilling that appetite. People in Paul’s day, and our own, argue the same is true of sex. 

"Sex is for the body and the body is for sex." Many folks today will argue that the sexual 

appetite is totally natural, and people should be free to fulfill it whenever they wish. There 

are, however, some obvious differences between our appetite for food and our sexual 

desires. People cannot abstain from food very long or they die. On the other hand, people 

can be sexually chaste for years, even for an entire lifetime and will be just fine, physically 

and emotionally. It is silly to pretend we need sex to live, or even to be happy. 

     But, Paul attacks another fallacy in their thinking, that phrase "but God will destroy 

them both." The question is that because our bodies are temporary, does it matter 

what we do with them when it comes to either food or sex. Apparently, these people 

were claiming that it was the inner person, the soul and/or spirit which mattered, and what 

someone does with his or her body is irrelevant. Paul, however, rejects this idea that what 

we do with our bodies has no moral significance. 1 Corinthians 6:13b "The body is not 

meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body." He rejects the 

idea that our bodies are temporary. 1 Corinthians 6:14 "By his power God raised the Lord 

from the dead, and he will raise us also." In Chapter 15, Paul goes into much more detail 

about the resurrection, but he clearly maintains there is a connection, a continuity, between 

the bodies we currently have and the glorified, new resurrection bodies Christians will one 

day be given. 
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     We are told that sex is one of the basic human needs. That’s why it’s unrealistic to 

think that teenagers won’t do it or that single dating couples won’t do it or that two people 

in love won’t do it. First of all, sexual desire and sexual temptation has nothing to do with 

your age. Abraham was having sex in his nineties, and Elizabeth was pretty old when she 

had John the Baptist. A 19 year old can burn with the same lust as a 99 year old. Sex is not 

a basic human need, it is only a desire to have something. Let me give you an example: 

     If you were on an deserted island with no fresh water, and the next ship would not be 

coming by for 30 days and something was coming toward you on some wood, would you 

rather it be man or woman of your dreams, or a 30 day supply of fresh water. 

     Secondly, sex was God’s idea. There’s nothing dirty or unclean about the word sex. 

Parents you ought to be talking to your children about sex because everybody on TV, 

video’s and movies are, but they’re not telling them the truth. God created Adam and Eve 

with sex in mind. In the very first chapter of the Bible it says that God told them to be 

fruitful and increase in number. The only way that was going to happen was through sex. 

After God told them this, the Bible says God saw all that He had made and it was very 

good. Sex started out as something that God intended to be very good. But we are often 

very stupid when it comes to sex. The problem with the compromise of non-biblical sex is 

that it opens your life to STD’s. When I say STD’s, you are probably thinking about 

AIDS, syphilis, gonorrhea, herpes. When I say STD’s, I mean Stupid Thinking Disorder. 

When you have sex with someone outside of a marital commitment, it gives you the Stupid 

Thinking Disorder. It destroys your discernment. You can’t tell if this person is right for 

you or not because of the power of sex. Stupid Thinking Disorder causes people to marry 
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the wrong person or leave the one that they are married to. 

     It’s so good that God starts to talk about it again in chapter two of Genesis. He said, 

Gen 2:24, “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his 

wife, and they will become one flesh. The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt 

no shame.” 

     In this verse God gives us the manual for finding the ultimate satisfaction in the sexual 

experience. Since God created sex, it would follow that God would know the most 

beneficial way for it to be used so that it would help and not cause harm. How did God 

intend for it to be used. God says that you know you are ready to have sex when just two 

conditions are met. 

     The first condition is that you are to be financially independent. Notice the verse 

says you are to leave mother and father. If your parents are still taking care of you, you’re 

not ready to have sex. After all, if you cannot pay the bill to take care of yourself, how in 

the world can you take care of a child. The choice to engage in sex is a spiritual decision. 

Am I doing this with God’s blessing. It is also a financial decision. Can I afford to pay 

whatever costs may come as a result of my decision. Are you mature enough to run your 

own household so that you don’t need to bug mom or dad to take care of you? You see 

God never intended for us to have babies and be dependent on the government or other 

family members to take care of them. It’s not fair to say, what I do is my business, and 

then expect others to have to pay their money for what someone calls their private 

business. 

       Sex is expensive. We will spend a week trying to decide whether to spend $300 on a 
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new suit or new outfit, and yet will decide in five minutes to go for a man or woman we 

barely know, and risk paying $100,000 or more in the next 18 years in child support 

payments for a feeling that lasts about 4 minutes. God says okay if you’re financially 

ready. 

     The second condition before having sex is to be united. Man and wife need to be 

united to one another, in marriage. Ask the question, "Am I married to this person." If the 

answer is no, you’re not ready. Again you don’t know the consequences of what’s going to 

happen when you have sex. If you get pregnant, is the other person going to be with you 

for life, pressure you to have an abortion, let you know he’s not ready for a long term 

commitment.  

     Feelings of love may be strong, very strong, but they are no substitute for a marriage. 

There is no such thing as partial commitment. Partial commitment to one thing means 

there is a greater commitment to something else. Commitment is like being pregnant. You 

either are or you are not. There’s no such thing as being pregnant a little bit or a whole lot.  

     I want to speak about two things as we wrap up the issue of “Straight talk about 

Straight Sex. First some distortions the church has been guilty of in regards to sex and 

secondly, some of the main reasons that sexual sins occur.   

     Distortion 1: Sex is a male issue.  Men have been seen as the ones who have the 

strong sex drive and a woman’s role, in marriage at least, is to help to meet his needs for 

sexual satisfaction. Now that misunderstanding is being addressed to some extent in the 

popular media. Shows like ’Sex in the City’ portray women’s interest in sex in a fairly 

explicit way, but I wonder whether in Christian circles the myth isn’t still alive and well. 
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The fact that we don’t talk about sex in public much doesn’t help, does it? Women discuss 

sex and sex issues just as much as men. Related to this is the idea that only men experience 

lust. Well, I can’t speak personally, but I’m told by people who know, that women also 

experience lust. It’s part of our human sexual makeup. Hence fifty shades of Gray. 

     Distortion 2: Sex is bad. So why has sex been seen as bad? Well, some people suggest 

it goes back to the Church fathers, like St Augustine who wrote about "the shame which 

attends all sexual intercourse." They suggest that his teaching about sexuality came out of 

a reaction to his own promiscuity before he became a Christian. He had trouble 

distinguishing between intimacy and the wild lustful passions of his youth. We often do as 

well.  

     Distortion 3: You can have free sex. One of the great lies that we’ve been sold since 

the 60’s is the idea that there is such a thing as free sex. But the truth is that free sex is like 

the free lunch. There is no such thing. It’s an illusion. Free sex by definition is temporary, 

anonymous, self-centered. Otherwise it isn’t free. True intimacy is the opposite. It’s 

committed, personal, open, other person centered.  

     Distortion 4: Lust is OK as long as it doesn’t go any further. Like the man who was 

caught by his wife, ogling a gorgeous young girl. His response to her complaint was that 

he was just window shopping. But he had no intention of buying. But is that OK? Is it only 

when we step over the line into a physical relationship with someone that we’re in trouble? 

Well, let’s hear what Jesus has to say about that question. "You have heard that it was said, 

’You shall not commit adultery.’ 28But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman 
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with lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart." (Matt. 5:27-28) The issue 

here is not to look but to look lustfully…to window shop if you will. 

     There are many reasons for sexual sin occurring, I want to share with you three reasons 

for sexual sin that in many ways are the prescription to sexual sin as well.  

     First, do not underestimate the power of your sex drive. It is unbelievable how an 

innocent flirtation can lead to a moral downfall. Have you passed an 18 wheeler on the 

interstate hauling gasoline? On the side of the truck is a warning label that says: "Warning. 

Contents are Flammable". This means that you don’t play with matches in front of the gas 

truck because if you do, the thing could explode. So many of us are playing with matches 

around flammable relationships, flammable places, movies, television shows, magazines, 

and we underestimate how strong, powerful and complex our sexual drives are. Smokey 

the Bear would say, “Only you can prevent the forest fires of incorrect sexuality!” 

     Secondly, we ignore God’s directives. Don’t do that! The Bible gives three 

prohibitions sexually. The first is adultery, the seventh commandment. You know what 

adultery is. The second is fornication - five times directly; twenty three times indirectly, 

that means sex with unmarried persons is a no-no. The third prohibition is something 

referred to as sexual sin. Most people interpret sexual sin to mean everything stopping 

short of sexual intercourse. Many people feel that as long as you do not have sexual 

intercourse, everything is okay. That is not the biblical standard.  

     Third, stop rationalizing your actions. We are great at this rationalization stuff. We 

say and believe such things as, “We deserve it. No one will know. It’s not that bad.” But 
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never rationalize behavior that God tells us is wrong. If you ignore the small voice inside 

that provides a warning to you, you do so at your own peril. 

     I don’t know most of your secrets…some have told me some and I want to reassure you 

that they are safe with me. But regardless of what you have done or are doing in relation to 

your sexuality I can uncatagorically attest to the fact that I, you or God can’t change the 

past, but your future is spotless! Learn these lessons and apply them. Tomorrow is waiting 

and it begins now.  


